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(Mr. WOLF addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. LEE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. LEE addressed the House. Her
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. BARTLETT)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Rhode Island (Mr.
LANGEVIN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. LANGEVIN addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

30-SOMETHING WORKING GROUP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. MEEK) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it
is an honor to come to the floor. Mr.
RYAN and I have spent a long time, Mr.
Speaker, when it was just Mr. RYAN
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and I on the floor. This goes back to
the 108th Congress and a little of the
109th Congress, and I am so glad we are
having the opportunity to come to the
floor to talk about not only the budget
but what we were able to do last week,
last Friday, moving in a new direction
as it relates to the emergency supple-
mental.

Mr. Speaker, as you know, the 30-
Something Working Group comes to
the floor to not only share facts but to
also do away with the fiction that
many of the Members on the other side
of the aisle come to the floor many
times sharing information that I guess
someone gave them some information
and said, go on the floor and say this,
or what have you.
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I can’t help but watch some of this
debate on the floor and question where
some of the information comes from.

The good thing about the 30-some-
thing Working Group, we actually have
third-party validators for information
that we share here on the floor. We
want to make sure that every Member
is able to make a sound decision and
that the American people are able to
get great information from what we
share here on the floor.

As you know, every time we come to
the floor, we talk about a number of
issues. But tonight, again we are going
to talk about the budget. We are also
going to talk about the ongoing issue
of Iraq and the courageous step we
took just last week, and the Senate has
taken a step in that direction also in
accountability measures within the
emergency supplemental.

Mr. RYAN, I don’t know if you had an
opportunity to see the President’s
press conference today, but it was
quite interesting. It was like he was
trying to sell something to the Amer-
ican people. He was speaking to the
Cattlemen’s Association, and he took
that opportunity not to talk about
beef, but to talk about what the Con-
gress is doing in the area of making
sure that we bring about account-
ability.

He was saying he is going to veto
what we actually passed. What he is
trying to do, and there is a word on the
street that is used, flipping the script.
He is trying to flip the script and try-
ing to fake the American people out in
saying that the Democratic Congress is
standing in the schoolhouse door of the
funding getting to our troops.

Mr. Speaker, I beg to differ and I
think we have prima facie evidence
here to show that the emergency sup-
plemental, everything in the emer-
gency supplemental is a true emer-
gency, making sure that we fund our
troops beyond what the President has
called for, making sure that we stand
up on behalf of our veterans, an un-
precedented commitment to Veterans
Affairs and to the VA in the history of
this country.

Because we already had a system
that needed work and needed funding,
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this Congress stepped forth and put
forth, the 110th Congress, the Demo-
cratic controlled Congress stepped for-
ward and made sure we did what we
needed to do for the veterans, and we
are just getting started.

At the same time, Mr. RYAN, we have
to look at the issue of Hurricane
Katrina. The President said there is
other funding in there. We are doing
things in the emergency supplemental
for the people on the gulf coast that
have been waiting on the President.
They don’t want lip service, they want
action. If the President wants to veto
that, that’s on him. But I guarantee
you that the American people will see
through what our President is saying
as it relates to and as he continues to
explain how he is going to veto an
emergency supplemental.

He is saying if the money runs out,
and it is on the back of the U.S. Con-
gress. Well, I can tell you this: The
American people are on the side of the
U.S. Congress. They have asked us to
lead, and we are leading. They didn’t
ask us to balk at the first threat that
the President makes. Or I am going to
veto. Well, okay, that is something
that you are going to have to live with.
That is something you will have to ex-
plain. But we are going to continue to
do what we need to do here in pro-
viding the kind of leadership necessary.

America said in November they want
to move in a direction. They said they
want accountability. They no longer
want a rubber stamp. They want a do-
something Congress and not a do-noth-
ing Congress. We will talk about that
tonight.

Mr. RYAN, I am so glad you are here
as we continue to share this informa-
tion with the Members so they can
make an accurate decision tomorrow
when we vote on the budget, on our pri-
orities, making sure that we give every
child in the United States health care,
and making sure that we move in the
direction that the U.S. mayors have
asked us to move in, making sure that
we move in the direction that gov-
ernors have asked us to move in, and
giving the necessary dollars to home-
land security to protect the homeland.

We are going to make sure that the
Members know exactly what they are
voting on so when we go on a 2-week
break, Mr. Speaker, Members can’t go
home and say, I didn’t really under-
stand what was in the budget.

I yield to Mr. RYAN.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. I appreciate what
you are saying, and there are a couple
of points I would like to add.

When the President says he is going
to veto the supplemental bill, he is
going to veto a $1.7 billion understand
increase for veterans. We have seen
Walter Reed and heard the stories from
across the country. We know we have
more veterans coming back. He is
going to veto a $1.7 billion increase
from his recommendation. And then he
is going to veto a $1.7 billion increase
for defense health care for our troops,
not yet veterans but still needing ac-
cess to care. And $500 million is for
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